INFORMATIONAL GUIDE FOR THE SACRAMENT
OF MATRIMONY IN THE PARISH OF SAINT RITA
& SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIST
ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF FRESNO

GOD CREATED MAN AND
WOMAN OUT OF LOVE AND
COMMANDED THEM TO
IMITATE HIS LOVE WITH EACH
OTHER. MAN AND WOMAN

MAIN OFFICE
WERE CREATED FOR EACH ST. RITA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
OTHER... WOMAN AND MAN OFFICE & MAILING ADDRESS:
. éﬁf&% Ilﬂ I;liNRmmAq GE 954 S. “O” ST., TULARE CA
BOTH ARE UNITED TN AN NEW CHURCH: 1051 S (f;;ORRISON ST., TULARE
UNBREAKABLE BOND.

OFFICE: (559)686-3847
INFO@ASTRITACATHOLICCHURCH.COM

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST PARISH
232 ADAMS ROAD, TIPTON CA 93272
(559)752-4544
STJOHNTIPTON@DIOCESEOFFRESNO.ORG

(UNITED STATES CATHOLIC CATECHISM
FOR
ADULTS, CH. 21, P. 279)




GREETINGS
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When getting married in the Catholic
Church, the high point of the
wedding day is the wedding liturgy,
where bride and groom become
husband and wife in the life-long
covenant of marriage.

St. Rita and St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church invites you to enter
into a thoughtful, prayerful planning
and preparation period to ensure
that your day is truly joyful. One that
brings the hope of a faithful and
loving journey for you and your loved
ones who represent the whole
community of faith. The priest and
staff are happy to help you with your.
plans for a successful and beautiful
Matrimony.

We ask all couples to personally
contact the parish office no later
than 6 months prior to the
matrimony date.

Questions or information will be
answered directly to the
Wedding couple. Please inform
any parent, relatives or friends
that any questions in regards to
your marriage will only be
addressed with the wedding
couple.

APPOINTMENT &
RESERVING
MATRIMONY

The following documentation
must be turned in by the couple to
create a pending file and schedule
their First Appointment with the
parish office.

The couple may be able to reserve
an appointment even if the
documentations are not in order
and/or incomplete. For more
information please call the parish
office.




REQUIRED DOCUMENTS
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FOR YOUR FIRSTAPPOINTMENT

1. An updated Baptismal certificate from EACH of the contracting
parties (if catholic). This certificate MUST be dated within the last
six months before the desired wedding date. This may be obtained by
contacting the church of your baptism.

. IF ALL SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION IS LISTED ON THE
UPDATED BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE, NO OTHER
CERTIFICATES ARE NECESSARY. HOWEVER, IF
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION IS MISSING FROM THE
CERTIFICATE, THEN YOU MUST REQUEST CERTIFICATES
FROM THE PARISHES WHERE THE SACRAMENTS WERE
GIVEN.

2. Certificate of First Communion from EACH of the contracting
parties.

3. Certificate of Confirmation from EACH of the contracting parties.

4. Certificate of Death, if either party is a widow or a widower.

5. Certificate of marriage from the county, if the couple is already
married civilly. (If couple is married civilly we need the original
certificate)

6. The certificate of annulment, if the person was previously married
by the Catholic church.

7. 1T the bride or groom belongs to a Catholic Church/Parish other
than St. Rita and St. John Catholic Church, then she or he is to ask
his/her pastor for a letter of permission to be married outside their
parish boundary.

*See attachment form for General Wedding Requirements




CHURCH
COST
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The church has to meet the cost of
utilities (heating, cooling, salaries) to
provide a comfortable atmosphere for
your ceremony, therefore thereis a
non-refundable/non-taxable down
payment of $250.00 to reserve your
date. We accept Cash, check and Card
payments(St. Rita’s only). The
remainder balance (S400.00 Old
Church, $700.00 New Church, $300.00
St John) is due at least one month
before the wedding is to be performed.
The total is of: $650.00 Old Church,
$950.00 New Church, $550.00 St.
John, for a ceremony on the weekend.
If final payment is done within 30 days
prior to the ceremony it will need to be
paid in cash.

If you decide to cancel your Matrimony
you may loose your down payment.

In case of financial hardship please
ask the parish office for more info.

WEDDING TIME
SLOTS

%

Here at St. Rita and St.
John Catholic Church you
will need to contact the
parish office to learn the
times that may be
available.

Here are some examples:

St. Rita
Saturday - 10:30am, 12:30pm,
2:30pm

St. John
Saturday - 10:00am, 12:00pm
2:00 pm




MATRIMONY
PREPARATION
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All couples wanting to get married in
the Diocese of Fresno are required to
attend a catholic pre-marital
preparation program of some kind.
Here at St. Rita and St. John Catholic
Church the couples must attend the
first option. The second is optional.

1) Attend the premarital classes
offered at our Catholic
Church/Parish. (Free)

2) Attend Pre-marital classes
offered at any Catholic Parish and
also have 8 hours of Pre-marital
online preparation through
formed.org (Beloved). For more
info see attached sheet.

Couples are responsible for any fees
associated with any of the listed
above points. Couples are required to
fulfill the requirements of the
program and our policy. Refusal to
comply with any of the points in this
Matrimony policy may result in the
cancellation of your matrimony
ceremony here at St. Rita and St.
John Catholic Church.

PRIEST OR

DEACON

A priest or a deacon of the
Roman Catholic Church will be
assigned to witness/bless your
marriage. You are welcome to
invite any other Catholic
minister to do your Matrimony.

However, please make sure
that the priest/celebrant
contacts the office for
delegation and submitting of
his paperwork, at least two
months in advance.































